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1. RECENT REPORTS OP STATEMENTS BY SOME SENIOR BOLIVIAN 
MILITARY OPPICERS INDICATE THAT THE BOLIVIAN MILITARY IS 

NOT MUCH MORE UNITED NOW THAN IT WAS BEPORE THE "NEW ORDER" 
WAS PROCLAIMED NOVEMBER 9, AND THAT PRESIDENT BANZER HAS 
NOT IMPROVED HIS POSITION WITHIN THE BOLIVIAN MILITARY. 

THIS ALLEGED LACK OF UNITY WILL MAKE IT MORE DIPFICULT TO 
GET THROUGH THE PERIOD OP PROTESTS EXPECTED TO POLLOW THE 
ANTICIPATED ANNOUNCEMENT OF VARIOUS PRICE INCREASES IN MID- 
JANUARY, AND INCREASES THE PROSPECTS THAT A LEFTIST 
CIVILIAN GROUPING COULD INDUCE A SPLIT WITHIN THE MILITARY 
ALONG IDEOLOGICAL LINES IN ANOTHER COUP ATTEMPT. 

2. AA NUMBER OP EMBASSY CONTACTS ARE BEGINNING TO SUGGEST THAT 
THE MAN WHO COULD UNIFY THE MILITARY AND OVERCOME A DANGEROUS 
RESPONSE TO ECONOMIC MEASURES (BY CREATING A SO-CALLED 
GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNITY AND PROMISING ELECTIONS WITHIN 

A COUPLE OP YEARS) IS COLONEL JOSE PATINO AYOROA, RECENTLY 
OUSTED MINISTER OF HOUSING. PATINO ALLEGEDLY HAS SUPPORT 
OP YOUNGER OPPICERS AND BROAD SPECTRUM OP CIVILIANS, AND 
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TO PAZ ESTENSSORO GROUP OP MNR. 

3. CURRENT COORDINATION MINISTER JUAN LECHIN IS VIEWED BY 
MANY POLITICAL OBSERVERS NOW AS BEING TOO SUBSERVIENT TO 
BANZER TO SATISPY THE DEMAND FOR CHANGE, AND WILL IN ANY CASE 
GET THE BRUNT OF THE BLAME FOR THE ENACTMENT OP THE ECONOMIC 
MEASURES. ALTHOUGH HE HAS TOLD PRIENDS THAT HE ASPIRES TO 
THE PRESIDENCY, HIS PIRST PRIORITY IS TO BECOME COMMANDER OP 
THE ARMY. CONSIDERING THE PACT THAT A TRADITIONAL GOB 
RESPONSE TO PUBLIC PROTEST IS A CABINET SHUPPLE, IT MAY 
WELL BE THAT THERE WILL BE A CABINET CRISIS SHORTLY AFTER 
ANNOUNCEMENT OP MEASURES, IN WHICH LECHIN COULD BE MOVED 
TO TOP ARMY JOB. 

PARKER 
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